
Horizon line

Left vanishing

point

Right vanishing

point

1. Draw a horizon line across the middle of your paper 

(Make sure your paper is wide. If you don’t have 

your sketchbook, you may use printer paper or 

other unlined paper.)

2. Draw 2 x’s on the horizon line, close to the edge of 

the paper. These are your vanishing points.

3. Draw a vertical line in the middle of your paper that 

intersects the horizon line. Leave a small space at 

the top, and at least 1.5 inches space at the 

bottom.
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Day #1 (E-day 3)



See Blue lines:

4.  Draw lines the go from the top of the      

vertical line to each vanishing point, and 

then from the bottom of the line to each 

vanishing point. You will have a ‘kite’ 

shape.
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Day #1 (E-day 3)



See Purple lines:

5. Draw vertical lines to the right and left of the middle 

line. Make sure they go from the top of the kite to the 

bottom of the kite. Erase the horizon line inside your 

building.

6. Draw lines from each dot to each vanishing 

point to make your sidewalk.

*Don’t do shading – we’ll do that with 

drawing pencils at school.
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Day #1 (E-day 3)



See Orange lines:

7. To draw a tall building, start by drawing a line 

up from the edge of the first building. Then draw 

lines that go to each vanishing point from the top 

of that extended line. 

8. Go over however wide you want your building 

to be, then draw a line down to the sidewalk. 

KEEP THESE LINES VERTICAL, 

PARALLEL WITH THE 

EDGE OF YOUR PAPER. 

Erase the extra lines that go to 

the vanishing point.
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Day #2 (E-day 4)



See Green lines:

7. To draw a short building, draw a line to the 

vanishing point from the edge of a building. Left 

building lines go to the left vanishing point, right 

side building lines go to the right vanishing point. 

(See right green building.)

8. For an alley, go over a 

space and draw a vertical line 

up from the sidewalk. From the 

top of that line, draw a lines that go to 

EACH vanishing point. Go over however 

wide you want your building to be and draw a 

line down to the sidewalk.

In the little space of the alley, you will also need 

to draw a line to divide the wall from the road 

that leads to the opposite vanishing point.
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Day #2 (E-day 4)



See turquoise lines:

9. For a building in the background, draw a 

vertical line up from one of the buildings you 

have already drawn. Make sure this line 

doesn’t match up with another 

vertical line – it should look like an 

antennae. From the top of that line, 

draw lines to each vanishing point. 

Then draw vertical lines down 

on each side.
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Day #2 (E-day 4)



~Tops of all doorways 

should line up with the VP

See light teal lines:

10. To draw doors, draw 2 vertical lines up on 

the side of a building. The top of the door 

will go to the vanishing point that the wall 

lines go to. If the top of the wall goes 

to the right vp, then the top of the 

door will go to the right vp.

Vary your door styles on each 

building.

*Every building along the sidewalk 

must have a door. 

11. To draw windows, draw 2 lines 

that go to the vanishing point that the wall 

lines go to. If the top of the wall goes to the 

right vp, then the top and bottom lines of the 

window will go to the right vp. Then draw vertical 

side lines. 

Vary your window styles on each building.

*Every building must have windows.
7

Days #3-5 (E-day 5-7)



See black lines:

12. To draw lamp posts, draw 2 close vertical 

lines up from the sidewalk to make a post. 

Then draw your lamp. It can be simple or 

fancy. 

Then line your ruler up with the top of

that lamp and a vanishing point. 

Draw a faint line. This is how tall the 

rest of your lamps will be. You will 

need to draw 3 lamp posts down 

one street.
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Day #6 (E-day 8)



See pink lines:

13. To draw sidewalk lines, you are going to 

break the Left/Right rule! Sidewalk lines on the 

right side go to the LEFT vp. Sidewalk lines of 

the left side go the the RIGHT vp.

14. The same thing goes for anything the 

STICKS OUT from a building, like a sign, an 

open door, an awning, or balcony.
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Day #7 (E-day 9)



15. For signs and billboards, the words on the 

sign should line up with the vanishing point that 

the sign goes to. 

*At least 2 signs with words required.
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Day #8 (E-day 10)



11

See Yellow lines:

16. Draw road lines that go to the vanishing 

points.

17. Add some green space: plants, trees, vines, 

mountains, sun, clouds, etc. (See attached 

examples)

*Reminder: Don’t do shading – we’ll do that 

with drawing pencils at school.

Day #9-10 (E-day 11-12)
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• Must Have:
• Horizon line with 2 vanishing points

• 7 or more buildings –various sizes

• Sidewalks and main roads

• Alley and/or side street

• Doors (Ideas: double, open, revolving, garage door, doors with windows, 
awnings, steps, architectural elements, etc…)

• Windows (Ideas: various sizes, open, curtains, window sills, balconies, fire 
escapes, architectural elements, etc.)

• Signs: stores, restaurants, billboards, traffic

• 3 or more street posts: street lamps, traffic lights, parking meters, street 
signs

• Green space (Ideas: trees, shrubs, flower boxes, park, benches, trash cans, 
etc.)

More Ideas:

Crosswalks and vehicles

Subway entrance

Ball park

Swimming pool

Beach

Parking lot

Outdoor art: fountain, archway, graffiti

Patio, café

Zoo

Graveyard

Clothes lines

Playground

Garden

Tennis/volleyball court 17


